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From the Editorial Team:

Welcome to the fifth issue of the American Public University
System (APUS)’s Saber and Scroll Journal. This issue contains a
number of exceptional feature articles primarily concentrated
on Medieval History, including those with a focus on military
history, women’s history, social and cultural history as well as
two articles on Ancient Greece. The journal team extends a
special thanks to the authors of these articles. We would also
like to thank our book reviewers and are pleased that this is-
sue contains more book reviews than any previous Saber and
Scroll Journal.

The Editorial Team is also pleased to welcome a number of
new Saber and Scroll volunteers to the journal team. Our con-
tent editors include Anne Midgley, Ben Sorensen, Kathleen
Guler, Melanie Thornton and Kay O’Pry-Reynolds. They are
joined by our proofreader, Frank Hoeflinger, our technical
writer DeAnna Stevens and our webmaster, Danielle Crooks.
These individuals have dedicated countless hours to the crea-
tion of a rigorously edited quality history journal.

The publication of the Saber and Scroll Journal is a fairly re-
cent endeavor and it has not been without growing pains as
we have once again experienced the departure of the acting
Editor-In-Chief. However, the individuals who have served in
that role have helped our journal progress, and we are grate-
ful for their leadership and on-going support. We continue to
seek additional volunteers to help create a superb student-led
history journal; if interested, please contact any member of
the current journal team.

Please enjoy this issue of the Saber and Scroll Journal!

/ Journal Staff

Interim Editor in Chief: Anne Midgley
Editor: Kay O’Pry-Reynolds
Editor: Melanie Thornton
Editor: Kathleen Guler
Editor: Benjamin Sorenson
Proofreader: Frank Hoeflinger
Copy Editor: DeAnna Stevens
\ Web Editor: Danielle Crooks
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History

Eleanor of Aquitane: Not Your Average Medieval Woman

Laura Goodman

Eleanor of Aquitaine is one of the most well-known English
queens of the Middle Ages. She has been portrayed as a character in
movies and there are many books about her life. She was both a
queen of France and of England where she was much more involved
than were other medieval queens. Eleanor ruled her own lands with-
out her husband and ruled in her son’s place while he was on Cru-
sade. She was not a typical medieval woman, even when compared to
other medieval noblewomen and queens.

There are differing views on women during the Middle Ages, but it
is generally agreed that their life was not easy. Women were per-
ceived in different ways, depending on the circumstances. In his Eng-
lish Life in the Middle Ages, historian L.F. Salzman states “woman is at
one moment idealized as a divine being, to gain whose love the
world may well be lost, at the next she is figured as a worthless and
venomous creature, hardly worthy to have a human soul.”! The po-
ems of the troubadours frequently portrayed the first kind of woman
and the second was often denounced from the pulpits of medieval
churches. “The worst slanderers of the female sex were clergy... The
common people heard women continually abused from the pulpit.”?
These conflicting views could be seen throughout medieval writings.
Women were often portrayed in extremes, especially those who were
well known. Eleanor of Aquitaine was viewed in much the same way,
in extremes. She did not stay quietly in the background, which drew
criticism.

Eleanor did not live the life of a typical medieval woman. As a
queen, she did not have to live through the difficulties of day to day
life. A typical middle-class woman “would look after the herb garden,
help with such work as haymaking, go into the market with butter,
cheese, eggs, poultry and so forth, make salt and brew ale, and, pre-
sumably, do most of the cooking.”® Even growing up, Eleanor was a
high-ranking noblewoman, and probably would have been spared
such mundane duties, as she would have had others to do these
chores for her. She was heiress to Aquitaine, Gascony and Poitou,
which set her apart from even most noblewomen. However, she prob-
ably did learn other duties. “Comparatively rich... though upper-class
women may have been, they were not idle. In the administration of
households and estates they had a full part to play... some women
were literally called upon to defend the hearth and home when their
menfolk were away.”* Eleanor would have been raised to understand
the running of a household, which could be extended to the running
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of a country. As an heiress to so many lands, she would have learned
even more about ruling than most other noblewomen. Eleanor would
have been exposed to more than a lower ranking noblewoman. Noble-
women served a different role in society, and Eleanor later took this
even farther, ruling in her husband’s place. Her early education
would have prepared her well for her future positions.

Marriage was an important part of a woman’s life during the Mid-
dle Ages. Noblewomen were often betrothed at a young age. “In the
twelfth century, many an aristocratic girl of thirteen was already
married, or betrothed and living in the household of her in-laws-to-
be.”® Royalty and noblewomen were betrothed early, as these be-
trothals formed key alliances between families and even countries.
“Marriages were, indeed, for the most part a matter of arrangements,
in which the feelings of the bride were very little considered.”® Wom-
en were often used as pawns for marriage alliances. A woman’s dow-
ry was a key portion of any marriage contract as well. “In common
English law usage [dower] means that which a free man gives to his
wife at the church door at the time of his marriage.”” This dower was
often very important in royal and noble marriages, as it could in-
clude important titles as well. Dowry denotes the portion that the
woman brought to the marriage. In Eleanor’s case, her dowry was
key. Entire regions could form a woman’s dowry if she was of high
enough rank. Eleanor’s dowry was much greater than most and was
land that belonged to her in her own right rather than to her hus-
band. Her lands remained independent of those of her husband. This
dower became more important as her life progressed.

Medieval queens were women set apart from all others. They were
an exception to the rule, yet they were still women. They had to find
their own way in life, as “nothing like a modern office with... specific
duties existed within any royal administration during the central me-
dieval period, and certainly not for the king’s wife... and yet, there
were ceremonial acts, public obligations, and expectations to be
met.”® Each queen had to find her own place in English society, and
some chose to step back, others to stand out. “The first two Matildas
were trusted queens of kings who ruled on both sides of the English
Channel, and as the king’s wife and deputy, they each exercised what
amounts to vice-regal authority in their respective realms.”® These
women chose a position of power and control, setting a precedent
for Eleanor to follow. Eleanor took this to an extreme, ruling on be-
half of her husband and later, on behalf of her two sons. Her long life
made much of this possible. “As a woman of incomparable wealth
and almost incredible longevity, Eleanor of Aquitaine was ‘alone of
all her sex’ among the twelfth-century queens of England.”'° Eleanor
had the time to acquire and consolidate her power.

Eleanor’s life as queen began with her marriage to the then future
Louis VII of France on 25 July 1137.!! Eleanor would have been about
fifteen at the time she married Louis. She was the heir to immense
ducal holdings that Louis VI wanted for his son. The king saw this as
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an excellent match. “Louis the Younger’s experience... led him to
assume that his bride would share his work of ruling over the French
kingdom, and Eleanor’s background likewise caused her to expect to
be her husband’s chief counselor.”*?

She was prepared to be a strong force in the ruling of France. She
rapidly gained power over the young king, frequently influencing his
decisions. By 1144, Eleanor had “succeeded in overcoming all rivals
to secure her position as her husband’s partner in governing” even
over his own mother.”* This was uncommon, as the mother of the
king often maintained power over the queen. This was especially
surprising considering her age at the time of marriage. Even at such
a young age, Eleanor stood apart.

Eleanor’s influence led to some conflict between Louis VII and the
French church. This led to Louis’ taking the cross and going on
Crusade. He had been considering a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, but the
fall of Edessa to the Turks and the massacre of its Christian
inhabitants influenced his decision as well. At Christmas in 1145,
Louis declared his intention to go on Crusade, and Eleanor intended
to join him.!* “The presence of women in the crusading armies was
not a novelty... Now, though, for the first time, a king was going on
crusade and his wife was going with him.”*

While on Crusade, Eleanor and Louis stopped in Antioch, where
she “renewed her acquaintance with her uncle Raymond, on whose
elegance, bounty and knightly valor everyone agreed... Uncle and
niece had many long private conversations during the stop at the
Antioch court.”® This led to a conflict between Eleanor and Louis.
Eleanor supported Raymond’s request for help in recovering Edessa,
but Louis wanted to continue on to Jerusalem. There were rumors
and allegations of an affair between Eleanor and Raymond, but “her
actual crime... [was] her refusal to be forced into a constraining mold
of wifely submissiveness.”'” Eleanor continued to make her own
decisions, regardless of the effect they would have on her husband.
Eleanor told Louis that “he could go on to Jerusalem, but she would
stay in Antioch and initiate proceedings for the annulment of their
marriage.”'® Louis disagreed and forced Eleanor to accompany him to
Jerusalem. In this case, Eleanor was forced into being a submissive
spouse. In the end, this attempt at asserting her independence was
not successful.

Upon their return from the Crusades in 1149, the royal couple
stopped just south of Rome to visit the pope. The pope was aware of
their troubled marriage and “attempted to mend matters between
them: after listening to both sets of grievances, he forbade them to
allude henceforth to any kinship which might exist between them
and confirmed to them... that their union was entirely valid, even
decreeing that no one, on pain of excommunications, should seek to
dissolve the marriage for any reason whatsoever.”! However, this
was not enough. In 1153, “the King called a council at Beaugency, at
which... several of the King’s kinsmen swore under oath that the

Saber & Scroll Journal Volume Il Issue Il Spring 2013 7



spouses were related to each other within the degrees of kinship
prohibited by the Church.”?* Their marriage was at an end. In his
book Medieval Lives, historian Norman Cantor imagined Eleanor
saying, “Louis and I stopped sleeping together. The abominable
Bernard closed up my womb and then he convinced my silly husband
to go on a crusade.”? It would certainly be possible for Eleanor to
have felt this way at this point in her life. She was forced into
decisions she did not agree with, and as a woman of strong opinions,
this could not have sat well with Eleanor.

Eleanor quickly remarried to the future King Henry II of England.
Henry was heir to the English throne through his mother, Matilda. He
was already the Count of Anjou and Duke of Normandy. “Some
historians have been surprised by... Eleanor of Aquitaine because
only two months elapsed between her divorce and remarriage...
however, political reasons compelled Eleanor’s rapid acquisition of a
second husband, as did concerns for her personal safety.”? As a
woman who was independently wealthy in her own right, Eleanor was
quite a catch. This meant that many men wanted to literally capture
her and force her into marriage. Her marriage to Henry was practical,
as he was very powerful. She sent him a message notifying him that
she was free to marry on 6 April 1152. They were married on 18
May.?® Gervase of Canterbury described Henry’s trip to Poitiers: “The
duke indeed allured by the nobility of that woman and by desire for
the great honors belonging to her... hastened quickly over the long
routes, and in little time obtained the marriage which he had long
desired.”® Eleanor must have been considered quite desirable
despite the earlier rumors of her relationship with her uncle. Her
wealth would have been quite a draw, regardless of any other factors
that may have been involved.

Eleanor’s second marriage was also different from that of most
women in that she chose her own husband. As previously mentioned,
most marriages were arranged without any consideration for the
bride.* Eleanor, as Duchess of Aquitaine, was able to choose for
herself. Both William of Newburgh and Gervase of Canterbury
expressed “[surprise at] a woman arranging her own marriage
alliance, a rare occurrence in the twelfth century.”?® Eleanor finally
had the opportunity to control her own life. Eleanor was also much
older than most brides; she was nearly thirty when she married
Henry and significantly older than her husband.?” Eleanor did not
submit completely to her husband. This was unique among royal
marriages, as the queen usually passed her titles over to her
husband. Eleanor chose to remain as the Duchess of Aquitaine and
kept control of her own lands. She even went so far as to have a seal
created only with the titles that were her own by right, excluding
those she had gained through marriage.?® This demonstrated how, at
least initially, she maintained her independent control of her lands.
This was very different from the relationships between other
marriedcouples at the time. Men typically took control of any
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property their wife brought to the relationship.

Eleanor gave birth to many children during her marriage to Henry.
Their first son, William, was born in February 1153. This would
probably have been a relief as she had never born a son to her first
husband, only daughters. Two years later, another son, Henry, was
born to the couple. Three daughters and three more sons would be
born.?* Some would go on to be well known, such as Richard the Lion-
Hearted and his brother John. Others, such as their first son, did not
survive childhood. Their sons would later go on to cause their
parents much trouble.

Henry was frequently absent from his English realms, choosing to
spend much of his time in Normandy and other areas. This left an
opening for Eleanor. Henry reigned for thirty-five years, but only
spent thirteen of those in England.*®* Someone had to maintain
control of the country while he was away, and this duty fell to
Eleanor. Many writs were probably issued in her name, but only nine
still remain. There must have been more, as references to her writs
are also found in other sources. For example, if a clergyman needed
to leave the country, he was required to have a writ from the Queen.
Not all of these remain, but they must have existed. It is also implied
in one source that a writ from the king in Normandy was not
sufficient, an additional writ from the queen was also required.?' This
demonstrates the significant power she wielded within England. This
freedom to act gave her much more power than prior English queens.

In 1168, Eleanor returned to her ancestral lands. Some of her
nobles were unhappy with the way Henry was ruling over them.
“Dissatisfaction mounted to such a level that the Poitevin bishops
sought to end the English king’s rule over them by challenging the
legitimacy of his marriage to their duchess.”3? After much discussion
and some fighting, Henry agreed to return the rule of Poitou to
Eleanor. She remained in Poitiers until 1174. In 1172, Eleanor had her
son, Richard, invested as duke to ensure a continuity of control and
that the lands would not go to Henry. This could have been in
response to the coronation of his older brother Henry, as the “Young
King” of England in 1170, but this is uncertain.** Richard spent much
of his time in Poitiers with his mother through these years, during
which time a dispute arose between Richard, his brothers and their
father.

Eleanor’s sons were not satisfied with waiting for their father to
die to come into their inheritances. They wanted control over their
lands while they were young, and they were willing to fight for it. “In
1173, Eleanor of Aquitaine, with the support of three of her young
sons, rose in rebellion against her husband, apparently with the
intention of regaining the independence of the Duchy of Aquitaine.”3*

Eleanor agreed with her sons, as she had become frustrated with
her husband. She felt that “Henry should be forced to cede authority
to his sons in the territories assigned to them... she wished to see
her husband stripped of power, leaving him to spend his last years...

Saber & Scroll Journal Volume Il Issue Il Spring 2013 9



merely presiding over his sons.”** This decision did not bode well for
the queen. She even received a letter from statesman and theologian
Peter of Blois encouraging her to set the dispute aside. He wrote that
“before this matter reaches a bad end, you should return with your
sons to your husband, whom you have promised to obey and live
with.”*® Eleanor disregarded this letter and supported her sons’
revolt against their father. Eleanor may have followed in the
footsteps of other queens previously, but no other queen before or
after supported her sons in such a way. The rebellion failed, and
Eleanor was captured. Eleanor was punished for rebelling against her
husband, and against the traditional role of a wife.

Eleanor remained in captivity for many years. She was “brought
back to England and kept in comfortable but strict confinement until
Henry died in 1189.”%” Henry no longer felt he could trust his wife to
rule in his place, as he had early in their marriage. “The King hated
his wife so much that he kept her under close watch in well-guarded
strongholds.”*® The only exception to this captivity came when the
King of France attempted to claim back lands that he wanted to give
to his sister. Henry “sent his messengers to England to give orders
that Eleanor... was to be freed and come into her dower.”?® Henry
chose to free Eleanor temporarily in order to prevent handing lands
over to the King of France. Eleanor was allowed to travel from palace
to palace, but was kept under guard to prevent any future rebellions.
Her sons continued their rebellion without her until her eldest son,
Henry the Young King, died of dysentery at the age of 27. At this
point, the rebellion fell apart. King Henry II took back control of his

sons’ lands.* There were further disputes over the inheritance of

King Henry’s lands, but they were minor in comparison to the
previous revolt. Henry remained in power and kept Eleanor captive
until his death in 1189.%

Eleanor’s son Richard was the first of her sons to reign. The day
his father died, Richard sent orders for the release of his mother.*
Eleanor quickly rose to power during Richard’s reign, “[taking]
precedence over their wives, enjoying the perquisites of a queen-
consort.” She issued her own charters, including a charter to
confirm the right of Maurice of Berkeley to the Berkeley barony.*
Richard “laid out plans for governing his lands during his expedition
to the Holy Land” that included Eleanor acting as his regent.*> When
Richard was captured upon his return from Crusade, Eleanor raised
the money for his ransom and took control of the country, going so
far as to issue commands in her own name.*® Eleanor reigned in her
son’s name, with nearly complete control of England.

When Richard died in 1199, Eleanor again took control. Richard
had named her grandson, Arthur of Brittany as her heir, but Eleanor
would have nothing of it. Eleanor felt that her son, John, should rule
after his brother. Eleanor “[circulated] about Anjou and Aquitaine to
prevent partition of the Angevin ‘empire’ between John and her
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grandson.”*” She went so far as to “[lead] a military campaign on the
continent, even though this meant missing her son John’s
coronation, which she had worked so hard to bring about.”* Eleanor
actively fought for her son’s right to the throne, issuing more
charters in the first five years of John’s reign than in the prior fifteen
years after her captivity. Arthur finally gave up the struggle in
1199.%

Eleanor did finally relinquish control of England to her son. She
retired to the abbey Fontevraud, where she had repeatedly attempted
to retire previously. She had made frequent gifts to the abbey
throughout her life, and in the last years of her life, she made even
larger grants “directed toward the salvation of the souls of her
ancestors.”*® She had tombs designed and built for her husband,
Henry II, and son, Richard I, as well as her own tomb. Eleanor died at
Fontevraud on April 1, 1204 at the age of eighty-three.*!

During her long life, Eleanor stood out from other medieval
women and queens. She was in control of her own life much of the
time during a period when many women were under the control of
their husbands or their parents. She married two powerful kings, the
second by her own choice. Eleanor went on Crusade, as few women
could. She was the mother to four sons whom she supported as they
revolted against their father. After Henry II died, she became even
more powerful as she ruled as regent as her son went on Crusade as
well. Eleanor repeatedly maintained control when most medieval
women allowed the power to transfer to their husbands or sons.
Eleanor of Aquitaine was much more than a typical medieval woman,;
she was a powerful person in her own right. She used her strengths
to maintain control over her life in ways that few women could, even
today. Eleanor of Aquitaine was not a typical medieval woman or
queen; she was unique in her strength and control over her own fate.
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History

The Impact of the Ancient Greek Slave Trade on Art in the Balkans

Kathleen Guler

While ancient Greece’s far-flung overseas slave trade deeply im-
pacted neighboring cultures and displaced thousands of foreign peo-
ple, it also acted as an unexpected catalyst that shifted the develop-
ment of the art of southeastern Europe. Evidence suggests that the
trade opened new societal elements that had not previously existed
in either the Scythian culture of the Eurasian steppes or the Thracian
tribes of the Balkans. As a result, the slave trade contributed to a sig-
nificant change in the Scythians’ way of life that in turn introduced
eastern artistic designs and techniques, a process known as
“orientalizing,” that spread into the Balkans. Further, craftsmen of
other cultures, such as the Celts who had moved into southeastern
Europe from the west, quickly adopted and adapted the new designs.
Beginning with the inception of Greek colonization in the seventh
century BC, this dynamic, interwoven progression of artistic trans-
mission was driven to a peak in the fourth century and subsequently
carried beyond, both in time and distance.

I. The Nature and Extent of Greek Slavery

Exactly when slavery in the ancient Greek world began is un-
known,! but it was all-pervasive. Compulsory, dependent labor was
used in all places under Greek control and was so taken for granted
that few, if any, questioned either its existence or its ethics. Even in
the face of civil war, revolution or other crises, slavery remained un-
challenged because it was so rooted in society.?

As the Greek city-states began to establish colonies and trading
posts overseas, the slave trade naturally followed. Frequent argu-
ments have revolved around the extent of the trade with skeptics
claiming that without records to quantify numbers, the trade must
have been sporadic at best. However, in a thorough, quantitative
analysis based on recorded slave costs vs. output ratios from silver
mines in Thrace, archaeologist Timothy Taylor argues, “a systematic,
large-scale and long-lived slave trade had existed in classical times in
eastern Europe.”® He has applied the same extrapolation to other
parts of the Greek world.

In a treatise attributed to Aristotle called Oeconomica, we are told
the life of slaves consisted of three things: “work, punishment and
food.” However, not all slaves were assigned to pure drudgery. Slaves
participated in every part of Greek life except the political process
and citizenship. According to noted economic historian M. I. Finley,
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“The efficient, skilled, reliable slave could look forward to manageri-
al status. In the cities...he could often achieve a curious sort of inde-
pendence, living and working on his own, paying a kind of rental to
his owner, and accumulating earnings with which, ultimately, to pur-
chase his freedom.”*

Finley further states, “Skilled slave labor in antiquity was as good
as any, that is obvious from fine pottery, metalwork or monumental
buildings.”> In spite of this quasi-independence and having fine
skills, the slave or manumitted person was still considered at the
lowest level of society. A person’s value, in Greek thinking, was in
status, not in the type or quality of work performed. Organized slave
revolts were rare and if a slave did rebel, it was usually to flee for his
homeland. A completely different sense of freedom existed in the
ancient Greek world compared with modern conceptions.

II. Who Were the Slaves?

The Greeks almost uniformly equated slaves with foreigners and
indeed most slaves were people who had been captured “outside the
Greek orbit,”® generally in war, piracy or raids for plunder. To a de-
gree, nationalities of slaves can be traced through a few fragmentary
lists that have survived. These lists are by far incomplete, but they
give a taste of the peoples’ origins. One undated fragment lists slaves
who were confiscated and sold at a public auction. Of thirty-two,
thirteen were Thracians, seven were Carians, and the rest were from
a number of other locations including Cappadocia, Colchis, Scythia,
Phrygia, Lydia, Syria, Illyria, Macedonia and the Peloponnese. An
inscription in Attica dated from around the beginning of the fourth
century BC contains the list of a ship’s crew that included slaves
from Thrace, Dacia, Getae and Triballi (a Thracian tribal name).

According to Finley, slaves were “by definition nameless,”” a
reflection of the Greek attitude towards the lowest in status.
Captured and sold people were given stock generic names derived
from either that of the new master, the slave trader, the place where
purchased, or from their place of origin. “Thratta,” for example, was
the feminine version of the Greek word for Thracian; Davos was a
Dacian name; and Tibeios stood for a Paphlagonian.®

Epigraphic evidence also indicates ethnic diversity in slaves was
desirable, as is reflected in the broad mixture of nationalities. This
policy supposedly discouraged conspiracies that could have led to
uprisings, although as noted earlier, organized slave revolts were
rare. On the other hand, as generalized opinions designated which
nationality made a better, stronger, more durable slave, those of
specific ethnic origins became more valuable. Further, lists of
property have included slaves designated as goldsmiths or other
kinds of craftsmen, skills that raised value. Laws were put into place
that required slave dealers to state a slave’s origins and skills—an
attempt to prevent falsifications to achieve a higher price. Accuracy,
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however, could be sketchy if physical characteristics did not reveal
the slave’s true background, and often origins were confused or
disguised due to language barriers and lack of geographic
knowledge.®

III. Scythia

In the seventh century BC Greeks from Miletus on the southwest
coast of Asia Minor began to ring the shores of the Black Sea with
colonies. Olbia, estimated to have been founded at the beginning of
the sixth century, was one of several cities built on the northern
shore and put the Greeks in contact with the Scythians of the Pontic
steppe.

Originating in central Asia, the Scythians first appear in history
via Herodotus’s The Histories.'® Around 700 BC the Scythians
emerged from the vast Asian steppes, their territory in the east
running all the way to border China and Mongolia. Pushed by related
tribes, they migrated west where they in turn pushed out the
Cimmerian people from the Pontic steppe? and occupied what is now
present-day southern Russia, Ukraine, Moldova and parts of Romania.
The Cimmerians dispersed into the Balkans and Asia Minor. If
Herodotus is accurate, then the Scythians had settled into their new
territory perhaps only a hundred years before Olbia was founded.

In The Histories, Herodotus describes the Scythians as having
been nomadic when they first arrived, living in wagons and driving
enormous herds of horses across the steppe as they followed game
and grazing. They used slaves to milk the mares and created a
fermented drink called koumiss. Acquired mostly through raids on
other indigenous tribes in the area, these slaves were blinded—a
method to keep them from running away.

Because of Herodotus’s account, we know more about Olbia and
its relationship with the Scythians than we know of the other Black
Sea cities. By the time the historian visited the colony and
encountered the nomads in the mid-fifth century BC, their lifestyle
had already changed significantly from the time they first appeared
on the Pontic steppe. Herodotus tells us that they had evolved into
three sub-groups: a pastoral class that raised and traded cattle,
horses, sheep and goats;'? an agricultural group that settled in the
chora, the land around the city of Olbia; and the Royal Scythians, the
elite warrior class who ruled over the other two groups and remained
semi-nomadic.

Recent studies suggest that many indigenous agricultural tribes
occupied the steppe as well and were subject to the Royal Scythians’
dominance.”* Herodotus, though he valiantly attempted to identify
each ethnic group he encountered or heard about, was not always
correct or sure of those identities. He tended to lump together
groups who were similar in appearance and custom under one name.

In the intervening century and a half between the founding of
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Olbia and Herodotus’s visit, trade developed between the Scythians
and Greek Olbians. The Scythians were highly negative towards the
Greeks, even enforcing death penalties for any Scythian who took up
a Greek lifestyle in the city. The Greeks viewed the Scythians as
fierce primitive fighters who were easily drunk and smoked hemp.*
But trade proved irresistible and the region was critical to the Aegean
economy. Though always grudging of each other’s customs, they
lived in relative peace as neighbors, kept trade flowing, and the
Scythians provided a sort of protectorate role over the city.'

With the establishment of colonies, the Greeks also introduced
their own slave trade to the region. “The practice of selling slaves, in
particular from Scythia, to Greece undoubtedly existed as early as
the sixth century BC,” according to archaeologist Nadezda Gavriljuk.'®
Besides selling livestock and grain (millet and barley) to the Greeks,
the Scythians discovered that instead of sacrificing the indigenous
people they captured in raids to Ares, the god of war, those captives
could be sold to a slave dealer in Olbia in return for luxury goods.
Those goods included the wine that the Scythians drank so
prodigiously (and undiluted), and most important of all, the stunning
gold and silver metalwork for which they are renowned, a large
quantity of which has been discovered in their tombs across Eurasia.

Up to the fifth century BC, exports from Scythia to Greece had
been tepid at best. But around 475 BC, as Athens, Chios and other
parts of the Greek world began to need slaves to fulfill their “energy”
demands—i.e., muscular energy that was renewable—the market
began to boom. Scythian elites could raid across the hinterland, even
as far as the forest steppe to the north, easily round up people and
trade them in Olbia or the other colonies in return for wine, olive oil
and all kinds of Greek pottery and metalwork, the evidence of which
spread throughout Scythian territory. Slaves were far cheaper and
easier to transport than other commodities like grain. They were also
far more profitable and were not susceptible to seasonality like the
availability of crops. Later written sources claim a raid could net
anywhere from several hundred to tens of thousands of slaves.!’

Scythian slaves were considered some of the most valuable for
their hardiness. It should be qualified that “Scythians” who turned
up in the Greek slave market could have been in truth a member of
any one of these indigenous tribes lost to history but were labeled
“Scythian” simply for having come from Scythian territory.

The Scythians had produced their own metalwork before the
Greeks arrived—mostly weaponry and armor—but they had no
sources of gold. They would have had to trade for it from as far away
as the Caucasus, modern-day Kazakhstan or the Altai Mountains to
the east, or what is now Transylvania in the west.!® When Greek items
in silver and gold were introduced through trade with Olbia, the
warrior elites’ interest in it soared. This was in the time of Greece’s
great rise in power in the fifth century BC, a time of swift
development from archaic simplicity to fabulously realistic classical
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art, monumental architecture, drama, philosophy, wealth and
prestige.

By the late fifth century BC, a metallurgical center had been
established at Kamianka-Dniprovska, northeast of Olbia on the
Dniepr River.!'® By nature, metalworkers were itinerant, and Greek
craftsmen were attracted to this and other Pontic cities.
Archaeologist Mikhail Treister has identified five masters of jewelry
and toreutics, not by physical locations of their workshops, but by
technique and workmanship.?® He believes these masters and others
who remain unidentified to have operated mainly in the first half of
the fourth century BC and that they were Greek immigrant craftsmen
who may have originated from Mysia in Anatolia, southern Italy or
Macedon. Archaeologist John Boardman discusses a characteristic
ease with which Greek artists adapted decorative fashions,?' meaning
Greek craftsmen catered very well to other cultures’ tastes. Treister
also suggests the masters could have been inspired by the art of the
places from which they originated; however, while the workmanship
may suggest this, the iconography does not.

It was in these workshops where the magnificent gold and silver
objects were developed for the Scythians’ tastes and styles. Their
early art was all about motion, a reflection of the nomadic Royal
Scythians’ daily life moving across the grasslands. Though some
motifs were borrowed from the Persians, Chinese, Assyrians and
Urartians (Armenians), the subjects chosen were animals with which
the Scythians came most into contact—eagles, leopards and deer.
The act of one animal attacking another was often portrayed, and
over time the figures became transformative, running from one form
or animal body part into other forms or body parts. An example of
this is seen in the pattern of three birds swirled into a stylized circle,
known in some cultures as a triskele. Art historians have designated
the Scythians’ depiction of beasts, both real and legendary, as a dis-
tinct “Eurasian Animal-Style.”??

The fourth century BC was the highpoint of the Scythians’ power
and wealth, and their animal-style art matured during this time. The
elite class wore its gold ornamentation as symbols of self-image.
They decorated their beloved horses as well. Plaques and other ob-
jects portrayed stags, horses, boars, dogs, leopards and other ani-
mals with their legs folded underneath, often with their heads turned
back and in pairs that confronted each other. The artisans decorated
everything imaginable: bowls, belts, headdresses, war gear, horse
trappings, and clothing. In addition, torques, an open neck ring that
also originated in Persia, grew highly fashionable for men, women
and children. The neck ring’s terminals, typically worn in front, often
depicted a pair of animal heads facing each other.*

Greek influence needs to be mentioned as well. Though rarely
portrayed in their own art, male Scythians were almost always shown
as realistic figures in a combat scene or a blood oath ritual. The real-
ism is indicative of Greek craftsmanship, but the iconography is
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Scythian. Females, on the other hand, were usually shown in other-
worldly representations of the primary goddess, Tabiti. Further, un-
like the Greeks, the Scythians for all their hard-drinking toughness
had an aversion to nude human figures.*

The fourth century BC was a period of transition. Both the pasto-
ral and agricultural groups began to make permanent settlements.
The population grew quickly. The grain trade lessened in importance
and the slave trade expanded to fund the massive amounts of expen-
sive gold treasures. While earlier trade with the Greek colonies had
been confined to Black Sea coastal areas, now it expanded into the
steppes. From Olbia it ran up the Dnieper and Bug rivers, pulling the
previously disdained Greek trade items with it.?> Leadership and soci-
ety grew much more complex.? Intermarriage took place increasingly
between local people and Olbian Greeks.?” Apprentices of mixed
blood began to work with metalsmiths. Workers, however, were
slaves captured in the hinterland.?® Some of the goldsmiths men-
tioned in the slave lists could also have ended up in these work-
shops.

Though the fourth century brought Scythia its greatest riches, it
also brought the onset of its downfall. As Greek influence increased,
more Scythians grew sedentary, becoming agriculturalists. The Royal
caste gradually settled as well, losing much of its warrior-like and
nomadic ways. This shift in lifestyle significantly reduced their vital-
ity, and they became an assemblage of gold-wearing heavy-drinkers.
The Sarmatians, a related group of people from central Asia, pres-
sured the Scythians’ territory, taking control of more of their lands
with each passing year. Fading in power, the Scythians pressed
against the Thracians’ eastern frontier.

The entire region grew unstable in the second half of the
fourth century BC. Greece was in turmoil, its power, already greatly
weakened in the Peloponnesian War (431- 404 BC), was further disin-
tegrating. Philip II of Macedon, ruling from c.359 BC, planted a firm
foothold in both Thrace and northern Greece and threatened to cut
off the Greeks’ grain trade with Scythia. Ateas, an ageing Scythian
king, made the bold move to attack Thrace in 339 BC, possibly think-
ing the Thracians were preoccupied and vulnerable in the face of
Philip’s aggression. Ateas misjudged and the Scythians faced the
powerful Macedonian army instead. At 90-years old, or possibly even
older, the king was killed in the battle. Reportedly, 20,000 Scythian
women and children were enslaved as a result of Philip’s decisive
victory.?

From that point on the severely weakened Scythians faced ex-
pulsion from the Pontic steppe or conquest by the Sarmatians.3®
Those that survived and were able to migrate west-ward were ab-
sorbed into the mixture of Balkan cultures. As a distinct group, the
Scythians completely disappeared from history by 300 BC.
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IV. Thrace

Thrace enters history in the seventh century BC, once again via
the Greeks through a brief description from Herodotus. This period
coincides with the advent of the Iron Age in eastern Europe, about
three hundred years later than it did in Greece itself.?! Instability, fre-
quent migrations and conquests caused much confusion for Herodo-
tus—as with the Scythians, he attempted to distinguish among the
Thracian tribes, but he did not always understand the differences.
Thrace consisted of several tribes loosely related by culture and oc-
cupied roughly what is now present-day Bulgaria and parts of Roma-
nia, Macedonia and European Turkey. In the west some tribes were
more closely related to the Illyrians. A group of Celts, known as the
Scordisci, settled and partially assimilated into a neighboring tribe
called the Triballi. Borders were territorial and highly fluid, and each
time a new tribal king took control, the frontiers shifted.*

Originally it was thought that the Thracians and Scythians were
closely related because of many similarities in their artwork, religion
and social structure and because the steppes of the Scythians ran to
the grasslands of the Thracians along the western Black Sea coast-
line. Earlier scholarship also suggested the Thracians had no artwork
of their own and that any they had was either Greek or Scythian in
origin. However, since the collapse of the Soviet bloc, new artifacts
have come to light, dramatically changing this thinking. Archaeolo-
gists and historians have realized the two were distinct cultures.

As in Scythia, the Greeks introduced their slave trade into Thrace
on the inception of Greek colonization in the seventh century BC. Ab-
dera, the first colony on the Aegean coast, was established in 654 BC.
Other colonies followed, the chronology of which is uncertain. This
time the Greeks were looking for natural resources—timber and sil-
ver—rather than trade when they initially took lands in this area. The
Thracians beat them off at first, but the Greeks persisted, returning
to settle and paying tribute for “protection,” which allowed them to
stay.

Evidence suggests that unlike the Scythians, the Thracians had no
form of slavery prior to this time.**Once established, the Greek slave
trade in Thrace sold captives mainly for the silver mines that were
developed along the Aegean coast. The largest proportion of these
slaves came from Thrace itself, Asia Minor and Scythia. A slave own-
er could also buy slaves cheaply and lease them to the mines for a
high profit. In addition, overpopulation in Thrace was handled by
selling off captives, undesirables and even, in Herodotus’s words,
their children.

In return, imported Greek goods spread throughout Thrace,
wealth increased, and fabulous gold and silver artwork was crafted,
all in a similar manner as in Scythia. Thrace, however, seems to have
been more resilient to outside pressures. Chieftains had been heredi-
tary controllers of tin supplies in the late Bronze Age. “...bronze-
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smiths probably operated via ties of clientage,” says Taylor.3* But as
ironworking became more established, society detribalized. “Control
was lost by the old order, artisans became less tied to particular trib-
al groups or lineages, and status became something that was more
often achieved than ascribed.”* This indicates a more flexible social
structure that could absorb new elements.

The Danube River corridor became the principal route of commu-
nication and trade between east and west. Instability in the Pontic
steppe, Europe and elsewhere caused peoples to migrate into or
through the region. As a result other cultures certainly influenced
the artisans of the Balkans as well and must be taken into account.
First, the remnants of the Cimmerian people from the Eurasian
steppe, mentioned earlier, had already been absorbed. Their art
showed Persian elements that had been passed on to Scythian art. In
addition, Herodotus tells how the Persians launched a campaign
against the Scythians in 513-12 BC from Thracian lands. Defeated
through a clever ploy, the Grand Persian Army retreated into Thrace
and maintained a presence there until the Greeks finally ran them
out in 479 BC. The army’s elite kept an entourage of working artists
during this hiatus, also possibly influencing Thracian art.

In an effort to bring some stability to the region at the end of
Greece’s Persian Wars, the Scythians and Thracians executed a peace
treaty c.480 BC.*” In spite of this, throughout the fifth and fourth
centuries BC the Scythians continued to pressure Thrace’s borders.
Further, by the fourth century BC, large amounts of Celtic people had
migrated eastward from Gaul and established many communities in
the Middle Danube and Transylvanian regions.® Known for their
constant raiding, groups of Celts continued east, creating the
Scordisci tribal region as well as spreading more communities as far
as present-day Moldova. In Thrace, they “undoubtedly played an ac-
tive role in the disruption of Thracian tribal regimes.”*® This disrup-
tion likely explains why hoards of silver and gold from the mid-
fourth century were buried in the region of modern-day North Bul-
garia—for safekeeping.

V. The Orientalizing of Art in the Balkans

The Greek slave trade’s profound influence on the Scythians’ life-
style created a sort of chain reaction that is most readily seen
through the art of the Balkans. Art historians, beginning with Paul
Jacobsthal, coined the term “orientalizing”*°—from the now not so
politically correct label “oriental”—to describe the transmission of
eastern characteristics to European art.

In the Balkans of the fourth century BC, Thracian art decidedly
began to show specific traits strikingly similar to certain details in
Scythian art. Some eastern influence had already appeared in the
fifth century BC, most likely descendant from the Cimmerians and
the Grand Persian Army’s presence, but by the fourth century BC, the
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influence is much more pronounced. This could be due partly to
Greek craftsmen working in the colonies along the Aegean coast mak-
ing goods for Thracian elites and who could have adopted motifs and
styles from the influx of Scythians. There is also the likelihood that
craftsmen fled the workshops in the Pontic steppe upon the invasion
of Sarmatian conquerors and went to work for Thracian elites. Greek
art picked up some of the animal-style motifs as well.

Archaeologist Ivan Marazov points out how “local Greek and
Thracian artists developed a taste for Iranian (i.e., Persian/Scythian)
models.”*! He also notes that Thracians and Scythians “influenced
each other for centuries,”*? having had a similar social base and
drawing from the same eastern sources. He does not mention the
Cimmerians, a portion of whom were absorbed into the Thracians.
Perhaps in this case he is equating the Cimmerians with the Scythi-
ans.

The animal-style art is one of two key motifs or styles that orien-
talized Thracian art. It is not only that recently discovered Thracian
pieces portray the same animals—deer, eagles, lions, gryphons, ser-
pents, among others—but the way they are portrayed: around a “tree
of life,” which is a symbol from Persia; as well as one beast attacking
another and the sense of movement, both traits from Scythia. Shapes
of horse trappings are nearly identical, including the triple spiral mo-
tif. Of personal adornment, the torque—though simpler than those
the Scythians produced—appeared in both personal collections and
were depicted on objects with human faces. All these elements origi-
nated in Persian art and were subsequently passed to Scythian art.
Like the Scythians, individual masters and workshops in Thrace can
be identified as well, and from the slave lists mentioned earlier, it is
possible some enslaved Scythian goldsmiths toiled in these work-
shops.

A torque made of silver-plated iron, found in modern-day Ro-
denbach, Germany, with facing bulls’ heads and each bull wearing its
own torque, is most likely Thracian. The famed Gundestrup Cauldron
(found in Jutland and of a later period than explored here) has Celtic
pictorials, including an antlered god wearing a torque and holding a
second torque. Its construction and use of silver and gilding, howev-
er, are suspected to be Thracian.*?

How did these artifacts get so far away from their origins? The
cauldron could have been a gift from an elite in Thrace to a king of
another culture in northern Europe. Equally possible, they could have
been plunder that was carried off. Intriguingly, many more objects in
the same vein have been discovered across a far-flung region.

VI. A Further Legacy

The Celtic people who migrated into the Balkans in the fourth
century BC were a combination of settlers, raiders and mercenaries.
They belonged to the Early La Téne phase of Celtic culture and art.
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Their chieftains moved about with entourages that included expert
craftsmen. Because every decoration on every object had meaning
and every symbol was a form of communication, the artisan had to
have a deep knowledge of Celtic mythology. Their craftsmen were
not simply makers of pottery, shields and helmets. Rather, they were
treated with great respect, something akin to a shaman.* “They were
the repository and the perpetrators of ancient skills and beliefs, and
as such they themselves would surely have been regarded as being
above normal men,”* according to archaeologist Barry Cunliffe. This
respect was completely the opposite of the way the Greeks, Thraci-
ans, Scythians, Persians and most other cultures treated their crafts-
men—Ilike slaves even if they were not or had actually bought them
as slaves.

The fourth century BC Early La Téne art of the Celts in the Bal-
kans shows a continuance of
the same animal-style motifs taken from Scythian inspiration. This
could have come either directly from Scythian crafts or indirectly
through Thracian or Greek-made pieces. Either way, Celtic craftsmen
were by tradition amazingly quick to adopt new styles and tech-
niques.

They were also by tradition highly mobile. Cunliffe’s analysis of
the movements of Celtic people demonstrates not only did they
swiftly migrate, settle, uproot and move on from west to east, but
back again throughout the vast lands believed dominated by the
Celts—from the Atlantic to the Black Sea—before, during and after
the period studied here. Their craftsmen, held in high esteem, would
certainly have accompanied their chieftains. They would not have
been considered expendable and left behind as other cultures’ arti-
sans might have been. They would have carried their knowledge,
skills and the new designs with them throughout Europe, traveling
with their chieftains.

Archaeological finds appear to bear this out—many Celtic gold
and silver decorative items which display Scythian influence have
been discovered. Some show an even more dramatic influence than
Thracian art does. A prime example is a hoard that included arm
rings and neck rings with confronted rams’ heads that are turned
back and the legs folded under—very reminiscent of Scythian gold
work of the sixth and fifth centuries BC.* That they came from a
grave in modern-day Rodenbach, Germany in the Rhine basin attests
to the high degree of the Celts’ mobility. Pieces found with the vege-
tal style, including the tree of life motif, have been found over vast
distances, also supporting the suggestion that the Celtic warrior soci-
ety was highly mobile.*” And the triple spiral motif, of which Scythian
art was often worked in birds,*® are found in the Celtic triskele.

Interestingly, no evidence suggests that Celts moving through
southeastern Europe and farther east were forced into slavery. Possi-
bly some Celtic tribes, like the Boii, who originated in Gaul and had
some sort of slave system of their own, brought that system with
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them on their distant travels. However, the Celts in the Balkans ap-
pear to have had a profound sense of maintaining freedom, reflected
in their lifestyle, art and mythology. Taylor makes an intriguing ob-
servation: “...that the elite neck torques of the La Tene Celts...
inspired in part by those of Persia, are a reflex of the existence of
slave chains. Torques in some way symbolize enslavement, not to a
superior human but to a superior power. To wear a gold or silver
neckpiece signaled enslavement to deity and, by that very token,
freedom on earth.”*

VII. Conclusion

Both Marazov and Cunliffe believe the finds discovered so far are
only a tiny bit of what actually was moving around Europe and Asia,
much more of which has yet to be found, analyzed and interpreted.
Indeed, as Boardman illustrates so well in his work, goods carrying
art were imported, exported, gifted and transported all over the
known world. Moreover, numerous additional opportunities existed
for the transmission of artistic traits. The import and export of
goods, war and mercenaries transporting plunder, itinerant met-
alsmiths travelling from workshop to workshop, and migrations and
settlement all could have contributed in some degree to the oriental-
izing of art in the Balkans. But the impact of Greek slavery certainly
had a profound effect on the north Pontic steppe people in ways they
never imagined when they first encountered the Greeks. In following
the trail of the Scythians’ decline and dispersal, the Greek slave trade
appears to have been a prime catalyst in transmitting artistic influ-
ence from eastern cultures to western art in the Balkans of the fourth
century BC.
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History

Defenders of the Empire: The Byzantine State Intelligence
Communications, Agent, and Intelligence Management Apparatus

Scott D. Hibbard

Abstract

The Eastern Roman, or Byzantine, Empire endured almost a thou-
sand years longer than its Western Roman counterpart. Central to the
longevity of the Byzantine Empire was its state intelligence gathering
capabilities; but what were those capabilities and how were they or-
ganized? Answering these questions will require discussion of the
challenges conducting Byzantine studies using secondary sources,
literature review of English-language intelligence sources and quali-
tative analysis to summarize the structure and function of the Byzan-
tine state intelligence apparatus. The Empire endured as long as it
did due to a decentralized intelligence apparatus that could never-
theless be undermined by corruption and treason.

Introduction

The Eastern Roman or Byzantine Empire endured almost a thou-
sand years longer than its Western Roman counterpart. Understand-
ing its intelligence gathering capabilities requires evaluation of the
most relevant literature, an understanding of its communications
system, and an exploration of its system of agents and intelligence
administration as the Latin tradition was slowly subsumed by Greek.
Corruption was a recurring weakness of the Byzantine intelligence
apparatus; however, its capabilities appear to have largely met the
needs of Empire throughout its existence.

Literature Review

A variety of challenges exist for researchers conducting Byzan-
tine studies. Attribution of sources must be carefully considered by
scholars due to anonymous authorship of primary sources or attribu-
tion to an important official as opposed to the original author. Some
important intelligence-related sources exist as do a variety of mili-
tary, government and private texts from the Byzantine era. Intelli-
gence-specific material presents challenges in extracting appropriate
case study examples from secondary sources in addition to the rela-
tive dearth of intelligence-specific materials in the Byzantine Studies
field. Byzantine-specific intelligence literature can be obtained two
ways: a) Information and insights derived from related non-specific
sources such as political and military histories, and b) specialized
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literature. Specialist literature on Byzantine intelligence studies is
relatively rare with only three titles addressing one or more aspects
directly.

Three sources particularly contribute to Byzantine intelligence
studies: Origins of Intelligence Services by Francis Dvornik, S.]J.
(Dvornik), Espionage in the Ancient World: An Annotated Bibliography
by Dr. Rose Mary (R.M.) Sheldon (Sheldon), and The Master of Offices
in the Later Roman and Byzantine Empires by Arthur Edward Romilly
Boak (Boak). Dvornik’s and Sheldon’s books span a variety of ancient
and medieval cultures but they contain important chapters on Byzan-
tine intelligence studies. Boak’s book is a specialized title that sum-
marizes important details about the Master of Offices and the im-
portance of the functionary to Imperial intelligence gathering.

Dvornik’s work provides rich details about the different offices
and major features of Byzantine intelligence organization. It is worth
noting that Dvornik’s inspiration for writing Origins of Intelligence
Services comes from General William O. Donovan, the late Director of
the U.S. Office of Strategic Services of World War II era fame and pre-
cursor organization to the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency. Dvornik’s
close association with the Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Col-
lection further solidifies his scholarship. Origins of Intelligence Ser-
vices certainly provides a compelling read for historians and intelli-
gence professionals alike; however, the book is not without its prob-
lems with attendant consequences for intelligence scholars.

First, Dvornik does not footnote or endnote but instead only of-
fers a bibliography following each chapter in the book. This may
force scholars to research Dvornik’s facts against his bibliography in
order to further scholarly research. Second, Dvornik is the only sec-
ondary source that surveys Byzantine intelligence organization and
capabilities. All other secondary sources tend to specialize in one
related facet of the topic. The implication is that Dvornik will likely
form the substantial basis of any summarization of Byzantine intelli-
gence capabilities and organization as is the case with this study.

Sheldon’s bibliography of ancient espionage sources is a survey
of Western language sources. Some sources are uncommon and pub-
lished in other languages like French, German or Greek but tantaliz-
ing nevertheless. An example is an article written by August Au-
dollent in 1889 entitled ‘Les Veredarii emissaries imperiaux sou le
Bas Empire’ in a journal named Melanges d’archaeologie et d’historie.
The description provided by Sheldon indicates that Audollent’s arti-
cle describes the importance of the veredarii couriers of the Western
Empire and their continued use in the Eastern Empire and to the
agentes in rebus of the Eastern Empire.? Sheldon’s footnoting and
bibliography provides useful sources for scholars to investigate and
perhaps incorporate into their own work.

Boak’s contribution to understanding the importance of the Mas-
ter of Offices, one of the most senior and important offices in the
Consistory - the Imperial Court - cannot be overstated for two
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reasons. First, similar to Dvornik, Boak’s work is the only book dedi-
cated to the topic. Second, although published in 1919, Boak’s work
provides scholarly understanding complimentary to Dvornik’s work
of how Byzantine state intelligence was coordinated between the Em-
peror and his most senior functionaries. The Master of Offices held a
variety of responsibilities later subsumed by the Logothete of the
Post but for the purposes of this study only the Master’s and
Logothete’s responsibilities for intelligence will be explored.

The Cursus Publicus

Intelligence collection and dissemination rely almost entirely on
an effective communications system. The cursus publicus or Imperial
Post provided an essential communications function that supported
Imperial intelligence collection and dissemination activities. Commu-
nication in the ancient and medieval world was courier-based. In the
case of official messages an appointed low-level civil service func-
tionary, the veredarius (pl., veredarii), filled the courier role. Couri-
ers, in their role as messengers, were in a perfect position to collect
intelligence on behalf of the Empire because they had access to mes-
sages and because they traveled in the provinces and could report on
occurrences far from Constantinople.

The cursus was created early in Imperial Roman history. Au-
gustus (r. 23 BCE - 14 CE) created the cursus to further his Imperial
ambitions.* Augustus’s innovation in Imperial communications was a
dramatic improvement over the experiences of his immediate prede-
cessor, Julius Caesar, who reported that he frequently arrived before
advance messengers sent to announce his arrival.* The cursus was
necessarily a complex system that permitted the transportation of
messages and cargo while allowing for the care of horses, pack and
draft animals, their riders and passengers.

The cursus was initially setup by Augustus as a relay system
where a courier would hand-off messages to another courier in a
chain of couriers. According to historian Adam ]J. Silverstein the cou-
riers would make their exchanges at relay-stations (Latin: mutationes)
and rest at rest stations (Latin: mansiones).” The relay and way sta-
tions would also have staffs of attendants, grooms, carpenters, veter-
inarians, and other people necessary for system operation.® The aver-
age speed of the cursus was considerable. Silverstein, citing the Ro-
man historian Suetonius, writes that a courier could travel approxi-
mately 75 kilometers daily.” Silverstein, citing A.W. Ramsey, writes
that in time of emergency, distances of 300 kilometers could be trav-
elled daily depending on prevailing circumstances.® Daily average
and emergency speeds convert to approximately 46 miles and 186
miles respectively.®

The cursus also evolved over the span of Roman history. Augus-
tus’s courier relay system was replaced by a system where mounts
would be exchanged and the courier would proceed to his final
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destination.!® This new system had two effects: first, a single courier
required layover time for food and rest at appropriate intervals, and
second, the speed of the cursus was necessarily limited to what one
courier could manage unless a relay system was implemented for the
sake of urgency. A second modification of the cursus in the third
century CE was the creation of a two-tiered system of what Silver-
stein refers to as “ordinary and swift branches.”!

The Cursus Clabularis, Cursus Velox and Expense

The ordinary branch, the cursus clabularis, was reserved for mes-
sages or cargoes that did not have to be expedited. Because the cur-
sus clabularis relied on wagons and oxen for hauling freight its use
necessitated travel by paved roads.!? The swift branch, the cursus
velox, was intended for messages or lightweight cargoes that could
be carried by a single horse and rider who could travel off of paved
roads if necessary.'* According to Silverstein, the cursus clabularis
should be considered the standard reference relative to the term
‘Imperial Post’ throughout later Western Roman and Byzantine histo-
ry whereas the cursus velox was not fully implemented throughout
the Empire.'* The cursus velox could be discarded or revived as Impe-
rial fortunes or necessity waxed and waned.

The expense of the Imperial Post was considerable and ripe for
official abuse. Use of the cursus publicus was notionally limited to
holders of evectiones which entitled the bearer to have messages
transported on the Imperial Post, or tractiones which entitled the
bearer to full services from the Imperial Post. Constantine the Great
(r. 306 CE - 337 CE) and Constantius (r. 337 CE - 361 CE) extended
the privilege of using the cursus publicus to dignitaries and bishops
traveling to synods the volume and frequency of which deepened
Imperial expenses.'®

Various attempts to control the expenses of the cursus publicus
and its official abuse were made after Constantius. Julian the Apos-
tate (r. 361 CE - 363 CE) stopped most of the official abuse of the
cursus publicus and its expenses however such concerns did not stop
him from using the cursus publicus to transport St. Basil I, his tutor,
to Constantinople.!” Theodosius I (r. 379 CE - 395 CE) further regulat-
ed the cursus. Theodosius’s laws were published in the Codex Theo-
dosianus by Theodosius II (r. 408 CE - 450 CE) in 429.'® The cursus
was limited to conveyance of Imperial messages and cargoes only.
Personal messages were not permitted use of the cursus. Regardless
of the restrictions, historian Francis Dvornik writes, “The use of the
cursus was available also to people acquainted with the emperor or
other high level functionaries at court.”!® The right of issuing evectio
or tractionae in the Eastern Empire would be limited by Justinian to
only the Emperor, the Praetorian Prefect, and the Master of Offices.?°
An important final measure to detect and reduce if not eliminate
abuse of the cursus was inspection of cursus facilities and accounts
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by Imperial agents - the agentes in rebus, the curiosi in particular.

Couriers and Agents - The Frumentarii, Agentes in Rebus,
the Curiosi and the Notarii

The Byzantine intelligence system utilized several classes of
agents because of the variety of sources available: the frumentarii,
agentes in rebus, the curiosi and the notarii. The frumentarii, and the
agentes in rebus could be prototypical couriers but their vested au-
thority and proximity to the Imperial Court and the Emperor made
them atypical. The title of official couriers varied through the span
of Roman history. Until the late third century CE official couriers
were called frumentarii (sing. frumentarius, ‘grain-provider’).?! Boak
writes that “The frumentarii were originally soldiers sent into the
provinces to supervise the transportation of grain for the provision-
ing of the army...but had developed into secret agents of the imperi-
al administration”.? The frumentarii were never numerous - there
are estimated to never have been more than 200 frumentarii
throughout the Empire.* Into the early centuries CE frumentarii were
increasingly associated with official corruption for personal gain
such that their information gathering capabilities became compro-
mised. Diocletian (r. 284 CE - 305 CE) reorganized the frumentarii
into a new office called agentes in rebus (‘those active in affairs’).?

Agentes were typically assigned to provinces and they were re-
sponsible for affairs in their assigned province and for reporting ac-
quired information to higher authorities. The agentes were civil serv-
ants but they were organized as a schola, or regiment, of the Imperial
Guard.? Their numbers varied widely from less than two dozen un-
der Julian the Apostate to 1,248 during the reign of Leo I (r. 457 CE -
474 CE).?®

The curiosi were somewhat more specialized because they were
tasked with oversight of the cursus publicus. Also known as curagen-
darii, the curiosi were agentes appointed from the agentes schola by
the Master of Offices with a preference toward higher-ranking or sen-
ior agentes.?” The appointment to curiosi was for one year only and
appointments were made on the Emperor’s birthday.?® The ‘curiosi’
appellation came from one of their duties which was inspection and
proper use of evectiones and tractiones in their assigned province.
The curiosi were never numerous. In 357 two curiosi were dispatched
to every province; however, in 395 one curiosi per province.? In 412
the limitation was lifted.?* The reaction according to historian Rose
Mary Shelton, citing Marcellinus Ammnanus, was that the ambitions
of the agentes and curiosi peaked and their affiliation with corrupt
and treasonable practices increased.?!

Between the sixth and eighth centuries CE the position of notarii
(‘secretary’) gained more importance in Imperial administration and
for intelligence collection due to the proximity of secretaries to their
superiors in the bureaucracy and to the Imperial Court. Through this
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period the role of the agentes started to be redefined in favor of sec-
retarial roles while the notarii assumed more ‘field’ responsibilities
traditionally held by the agentes and curiosi.** The agentes and curio-
si remained a feature of the Byzantine intelligence collections capa-
bility until the government reorganization in 700 CE.** In the Late
Empire the intelligence collection capabilities shifted more fully to
the notarii due to their proximity to Imperial officials, the Imperial
Court and the Emperor and to official and unofficial secrets.

Intelligence Administration -The Praefectus Praetorio, Magister
Officiorum and Logothete of the Drome

Intelligence administration similarly evolved through the course
of Roman history. The frumentarii, as military officers, were em-
ployed by and acted under the orders of the Praefectus Praetorio or
praetorian prefect.?* The agentes in rebus, as civil servants, answered
to the Magister Officiorum or Master of Offices until the eighth centu-
ry CE. From the eighth century CE forward the Magister title was sub-
sumed by the Logothete of the Drome.*

The praetorian prefect was a multifaceted role that included com-
mand of the Imperial Guard and administration of justice. The posi-
tion was created as part of the Augustinian reforms and remained in
use through at least the seventh century CE although the importance
of the praetorian prefect position waxed and waned during the peri-
od. During the rule of Constantine the Great the praetorian prefect
acted as a first minister second only to Constantine. At other times
the praetorian prefect’s military duties in a bodyguard role were em-
phasized.

The Magister Officiorum was also a multifaceted role. According
to Boak the title magister appears in the 1st century CE although it is
uncertain why the title ‘Master’ was used other than possibly for its
adaptability to administrative offices.* Boak also writes of the crea-
tion, domination, and decline of the Magister that the office was cre-
ated, incrementally acquired a broad portfolio of powers and respon-
sibilities only to lose those powers and responsibilities over time. In
the Late Byzantine era the title was an honorific shortened to the di-
minutive ‘Master’.?’

The Logothete of the Drome, or Logothete of the Post, represent-
ed a turn away from the Latin Roman tradition towards the Greek tra-
dition of the East but as a continuation of the Roman Empire. Dvor-
nik writes that “[Constantinople’s] inhabitants, and the population of
the eastern provinces, continued to think of themselves as Romans,
or ‘Romaioi’(Pwuaiol) in their native Greek language.”*® In about the
middle of the eighth century CE, as Greek began to replace Latin in
official terminology and offices, the cursus publicus that the
Logothete of the Drome was responsible for becomes known as the
‘demosios dromos’.*°
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Other Avenues of Inquiry

Multiple avenues of additional inquiry remain although it is pos-
sible that these may be limited by the availability of scholarly trans-
lations. The relationship between the intelligence administration and
the provinces remain ill-defined other than evidence of the
provincial collection orientation of the agentes and notarii. The rela-
tionship between intelligence agents and local law enforcement may
also be worth investigation. Byzantine intelligence in the late Empire,
particularly in the last century of the Empire’s existence with its di-
minished territory and resources, would also be an intriguing line of
inquiry to pursue. The role of Byzantine intelligence capabilities in
episodic expansions of Byzantine power under notably successful
Emperors like Nikephoros II Phokas (r. 963 CE - 969 CE), John Tzimis-
ces (969 CE - 976 CE) or Alexios Komnenos (r. 1081 CE - 1181 CE)
would also be a useful line of inquiry.* Further research into Byzan-
tine ‘technical methods’ beyond Greek Fire to include possible ci-
phers and secret writing would also be worthwhile to research. The
importance of military intelligence including naval capabilities
should also be explored further.

Conclusions

The Byzantine intelligence structure was decentralized in the
sense that agents operated with some degree of freedom in the prov-
inces with the direction of higher administration from Constantino-
ple. The degree of freedom agents enjoyed was also a two-edged
sword for the Empire as official abuses and corruption forced intelli-
gence reorganizations. The slow evolution of the Eastern Empire to-
ward the Greek East resulted in a continuation of Roman intelligence
capabilities under Greek names and titles. Byzantine intelligence in-
stitutions remained remarkably consistent in terms of functionality
for almost a full thousand years after the fall of the Western Empire
and contributed greatly to the continuance of the Eastern Empire.
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History

Men and Women as Represented in Medieval Literature and Society

Anita Kay O’Pry-Reynolds

Men and women in medieval epic literature are portrayed in a
way that is contrary to the modern day ideals of male/female stereo-
types. There are few examples of gender equality in medieval litera-
ture, or for that fact in medieval historical records. In the traditional
epic, the ‘classical’ hero is masculine, violent, and aggressive; men
exuded heroic knightly personalities while the classical females are
portrayed as vessels of chastity, purity, and goodness. During the
period of the Middle Ages and in its literature there are highly ideal-
ized views on manners, society, and morality.

Contrary to popular stereotypes and Victorian romance novels,
women in the Medieval period were not all damsels in distress wait-
ing for the knight to come save them. Nor for that fact were all men
of the era heroic saints on white chargers. Historian Jeffrey Cohen
states:

the problem is one of cultural imposition and anachronism...
the heroic code demands that its adherents live up to its ide-
als or perish striving. Chivalry established a rule-based meth-
od of living that, when adhered to, regulates the body in a
way that is beneficial to the smoother functioning of the so-
cial body; this fiction is disseminated through the gesta of
the hero.!

The damsel in distress, the chaste maid, good wife, and lady of the
manor provide a reason for the hero to be heroic. There is a depend-
ency on one another in the epics as well as the romances of Medieval
literature. The male hero is defined by who he is, his quests and his
victories; as the damsel is defined by the roles ascribed to her by so-
ciety.

The works examined are fictional epics in which women do not
play main characters but are predominately given supporting roles.
These roles are important to the story and in some instances provide
a catalyst for the plots within the story. The characters also serve as
a guide or example of the proper behavior that is expected in Medie-
val society.

From the very beginning of the story of Lancelot, The Knight of
the Cart, women play an important role. Chrétien De Troyes tells the
audience in the introduction that the work is at the wish of his pa-
troness, the Countess of Champagne. Chrétien implies that this tale
is the idea of the countess, his patron, who provided the information
that was the catalyst for the tale. There were very few female writers,
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and those that did write were mostly involved in the Church; wom-
en’s roles in literature and society were very restricted in the early
part the Middle Ages. “Roles were never stable, but repeatedly re-
situated between the poles of constraint and freedom, submission
and authority, passivity and agency.”? They were symbols of purity,
motherhood, beauty, kindness, love, conquest and sexual desire. Ob-
jects to be worshipped yet at the same time many considered them
the downfall of man. Women are central to the action in the Knight of
the Cart from Guinevere, the Queen, to the beautiful damsel that
Lancelot encounters along his quest. Women could not resist the
handsome Lancelot.

Men and women of the Medieval period and Medieval literature
were confined by the norms of society. The characters often reflect-
ed the standards of Medieval morality in real life. In order to under-
stand their place in epic literature one must first understand their
places in Medieval society and culture; being careful not to romanti-
cize the lives of men and women of this time. It is imperative to go
beyond the definitions of the masculine and the feminine and ex-
plore the way that men and women saw themselves, and each other.
This is quite difficult given the lack of historical documentation of
the lives of women but there are significant examples of women’s
thoughts and deeds as well as the reflections of their men on the
women.

Women were viewed as daughters of the Eve’s sin. In Medieval
Europe they were responsible for the temptation of men, “source of
the original sin and an instrument of the devil.”® Medieval feudal so-
ciety placed more emphasis on men than on women:

[in] vassalage and feudal relations is noticeable for the ab-
sence of a role for women. However, women were essential to
the functioning of feudal society not only as brides and
mothers...[they] were often at least the de facto administra-
tors of the land and household...women were often the wit-
nesses for charters.*

Men are represented as the heroic warrior archetype looking for a
battle to fight if not in their own village then in other lands. The men
would seek out a fight or join in another village’s fight often as the
repayment of a debt of honor. In the case of Beowulf and Hrothgar, it
is the repayment for Hrothgar coming to the aid of Beowulf’s father
during a feud years earlier. Because of the rigid feudalism, this was a
strict warrior culture; feuds and friendships were generational as
were debts. There is a sense of civilization but it is still a violent cul-
ture. The people of this story respect bravery and revile cowardice.
Men swear an oath of allegiance and would gladly die for and with
their leader.

There is a sense of reverence for the some of the women in this
tale. Women are somewhat central to the story. They are portrayed as
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hostesses, wives, and in the case of Grendel’s mother a warrior/
monster. Wealtheow, the wife of Hrothgar is one of the few women
mentioned in the epic but she is treated with honor and held up as
an example of queenly duties. She is described in positive terms and
her personality is characterized as one of adherence to the standards
of Medieval womanhood. She is “observing the courtesies, queenly
and dignified” and “welcoming,” she influences the hall and the
members of her husband’s court.” Wealtheow is still an extension of
her husband and his role in the tale.

Women played an important role because there had to be some-
one to recognize the brave and heroic deeds of the men; and there
had to be someone to mourn the dead, the men would not be wailing
and grieving. Michael Murphy theorizes that the men or knights
would repay young women for entertaining them by “a queer mix of
chivalry, savagery, and gaucherie...vow[ing] to send her the results
of their conquests swords, shields, knight’s heads and so forth ro-
mantically.”® The women also fulfilled the roles as hostess and wait
staff for the men as well as a social distraction. Since they served the
mead and other drinks to the men, in some degree, they controlled
the drunkenness and abilities of the men at a feast or celebration.
“Nevertheless, we can see traces of such female influence even in a
poem as unfeminine as Beowulf. Queen Wealtheow plays a small if
very dignified part in his epic, but she seems to achieve a significant
amount in her brief appearances.”’

A different example of female characterization is Grendel’s moth-
er in the tale of Beowulf. A descendent of Cain, therefore, a child of
sin, and the avenging warrior over the death of her son. Grendel’s
mother as a reflection of a child of sin shows the attitude of the Me-
dieval Church toward women, many of the contemporary clergy lec-
tured and sermonized on the sinful daughters of Eve, and that there
was no wickedness as bad as a woman’s wickedness.

Grendel’s mother is described as evil and devious, she is human
but still portrayed as a monster. Since she is an outcast as a descend-
ent of Cain, she is not expected to live up to the same strict moral
and social code as the other women in the tale, thereby, making her
warrior-like status acceptable. She does demonstrate an awareness
and acceptance of a code of honor when she seeks revenge for the
death of her son. “In the European Middle Ages, as in virtually all pe-
riods of human history, warfare is see as a masculine activity;”® she
is warlike but she also shows the weakness of a woman by fleeing for
her life from Heorot. It was a normal and expected activity for men
but it was considered astonishingly abnormal for a woman to partici-
pate in war.®

Modthryth is also portrayed outside of the social normal; she acts
in a more masculine manner than the rest of the women in the tale.
Modthryth had people chained and tortured for an infraction as
small as looking her in the face.!® She was not the shining example of
queenly virtue that is described in Wealtheow. However, she is tamed

Saber & Scroll Journal Volume Il Issue Il Spring 2013 39



by her marriage to Offa “she could grace the throne and grow famous
for her good deeds and conduct of life.”" Both she and Grendel do
not use their marriage or words to influence the men but they use
the masculine traits of strength and swords, they are content to use
strife and violence rather than feminine wiles to settle disputes.

The works composed in the 1170s at the mid-point of the Middle
Ages reflect a time when roles and attitudes toward women were be-
ginning to slowly change. Literature was one of the first places that
these changes were notable. Europe was experiencing a cultural re-
naissance or revival. Relationships were changing between men and
women, there was a new respect and the flourishing of courtly love.
Still women were expected to be the

...perfect lady, whose deportment and manners do credit to
her breeding; the perfect wife, whose submission to her hus-
band is only equaled by her skill in ministering to his ease;
the perfect mistress whose servants love her and run her
house like clock work.!?

And, of course, she was expected to be the perfect hostess who put
the needs of her guests above her own.

A question that must be asked is literature influencing society or
is society influencing literature. There is no definite answer for this
question, historical documentation is slim for this event, but it
seems that literature could have possibly been unfolding at the same
time or slightly earlier. It is widely thought by scholars that there
was a “women’s revival” about this time.

Men and women in the epic Beowulf were assigned the roles that
were traditionally theirs in reality. There is very little difference in
the actions of the male and female characters than one would find in
any medieval court or village. There was a traditional hierarchy and
it held fast in much of Europe. In literature and reality there are rec-
ognized gender roles; McLaughlin writes, “exploration of the complex
relationship between the myths of masculinity and feminity and the
reality of human behavior has revealed a profound ambiguity of gen-
der and the tension inherent in any system of gender roles.”!* Women
and men knew their places and most stayed in that spot; “those who
did undertake a role not usually assigned to their gender group often
elicit strong reactions from the rest of society.”'* Grendel’s mother
was beneath her son in the social hierarchy of Beowulf and did not
rise up and take the place of a warrior until her son dies. The mon-
strous woman flees when she is put in a position to fight for her life
or flee, proving that beneath all the evil that she was still a weak-
minded woman and unable to bear the rigors of being a warrior.

The role of a warrior was the dominion of men and it was through
warfare that manhood was proven and displayed. Warfare is docu-
mented in many medieval texts and they are “peppered with refer-
ences to gender, references which equated fighting with virility... [a]
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man who failed in warfare was considered almost by definition
“effeminate” and became subject to ridicule.”’® Beowulf, Hrothgar
and the rest of the Danes and the Geats, as well as Grendel have
proven their worth and their manhood in many battles. There were
no shrinking violets in Beowulf’s company. Unferth is the only cour-
tier that seems afraid to face the monster and join Beowulf on the
mission. This clearly renders him unworthy in the eyes of the others.
Unferth has failed in his assigned role as a man.

Women’s literature and history in the Medieval period is still a
young field academically, while men have been well documented and
researched. As the studies have matured somewhat there are many
references now being written about in scholarly works showing that
women played a more important role that once thought. By the late
eleventh century there were women warriors; McLaughlin discusses
this stating “chroniclers generally noted the activities of women war-
riors with little comment.”'® The latter part of the Middle Ages sees a
newfound respect and confidence in women.

The men and women in the tale of Beowulf are constrained by
their gender roles. They are forced to play their parts the way that
the author and society viewed them. Even when one can see the
changes begin in medieval literature, there is still a decided gender
bias that dominates both secular and religious works. Men and wom-
en had their place and it was not considered normal for them to step
outside of the bounds of the gender roles assigned to them. Women
might not have been the helpless damsels in distress waiting to be
saved by the chivalrous knight in shining armor as they were por-
trayed as in romantic literature but they filled the roles that their
cultures assigned them.

The images of most of the women that Lancelot encounters in
the Knight of the Cart are facades; they start out showing him an im-
age of innocence, helpfulness and vulnerability. However, there is an
agenda beneath their beauty and courtly manners. One of the first
women that he encounters is a damsel who offers him shelter in her
home; her conditions is that Lancelot lie with her.'” The only reason
that he even considers lying with the woman is that he needs to rest
and replenish his energy to continue on his quest to rescue the
queen. Lancelot refuses her at first because of the great love that he
has for the queen. The lady in this instance is providing the audience
with a way to see that Lancelot is loyal and faithful to his queen and
is only going to bed this woman out of obligation; and then only af-
ter he rescues her from her faux attackers.

In Sir Gawain and The Green Knight, the Lady Bertilak is the
temptation of Gawain; both of these women are examples of how the
men are tempted to act dishonorable. Both the Lady Bertilak and the
damsel are unconfined or uninhibited by showing their forwardness
in seeking sex with Gawain and Lancelot, while Guinevere is seen as
the model of queenly actions. The damsel can see that this troubles
Lancelot greatly and in the end, she decides not to have sex with
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him. Here the damsel is a symbol of temptation as mentioned in
Richards’ book trying to lead Lancelot into sin and dishonor.'® She is
also a test of Lancelot’s love for Guinevere and his personal honor.

The damsel that Lancelot has spent the night with at her home
cares greatly for him so much so that she does not wish him to be
hurt when he swoons at the sight of Guinevere’s comb and hair. She
throws herself off the horse and rushes to him pretending to want
the comb. She does this because she does not want him to be
ashamed for his weakness.!® Here she is representing kindness and
love and possibly for Lancelot a courtly love since he would not
sleep with the lady in question. Perhaps, the lady feels remorse for
tricking Lancelot and forcing him into a position where he would
have had to dishonor his true love for his queen. She has remorse for
her actions and this proves that women are not evil and bent on the
destruction of man.

At one point Lancelot must be willing to fight for the damsel who
is under his protection; another knight desires her and will take her
by force if necessary. Julia Dietrich states, “women, even in the most
privileged class, could be bereft of security and control of their own
person.”?® Here the damsel is property, to be fought over by the men.
She is the spoils of the fights. A woman alone could be captured by
any man; he could do what he wished with her but he often would be
forced to marry her, but if he took her from another knight in a bat-
tle then she was his by right of victory. The victor could do what he
wished with the woman without fear of reprisal. Lancelot must prove
that he is brave and loyal to the woman under his care. In this in-
stance, she is proof of his loyalty, his honor and his ability to protect
the weaker under his charge.

The women in this story cannot resist the handsome Lancelot, he
is the epitome of the chivalrous knight. Men believed that women
were in constant danger of “being seduced...because of their natural
frivolity and sensuality.”?! At the same time, they thought that they,
women, were the seducers of men, the evil sinful daughters of Eve.
The female character that Lancelot encounters have to show interest
in him physically as well as emotionally. They need to be rescued so
that Lancelot has a challenge in his quest, someone to fight and
temptation to defeat. Lancelot is “made to look foolish several times
for love, but he is willing to risk his reputation for his lady’s pleas-
ure” this makes the tales more interesting.?? What would he do and
how far would the women go to achieve their own agenda? Tales
about happy housewives and devoted daughters would not have kept
the interests of the Medieval audiences. The “authors’ purposes, au-
diences’ interests... [were] set on a landscape of violence.”?

Guinevere’s role is that of an unattainable goal, Lancelot knows
that she can never be his, he must love her from a distance but still
he can participate in the courtly love of the medieval society and lit-
erature. It is treason for these two star crossed lovers to consummate
their feelings for one another physically. In a way, she is Lancelot’s
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Holy Grail. He risks all to save her from her capturers. Sandra Prior
writes, “Lancelot’s outstanding act of chivalry...the freeing of the
queen, receives less than its due” because of the act of adultery.*
Chretien, however, develops a story of chivalry, courtly love and a
passionate love of a knight for his lady fair. He stops short in ad-
dressing the complex issues of the relationship between Guinevere,
Lancelot and King Arthur, after the lovers have given in to tempta-
tion. It seems indirectly that he lays the blame at Guinevere’s feet
because Lancelot has not given in to this point and is able to resist
all the other instances of temptation. Guinevere is his downfall, his
Achilles’ heel, the one temptation that he is unable to continue to
resist.

The role of women in Medieval life and literature is a complicated
one. Historical documents reflect little activity on the part of women
unless they were somehow involved in religion, but literature is full
of well-rounded female characters. Cook and Herzman argue, “the
frequency with which women appear in such legal documents
[charters and wills] suggests that women’s activities in feudal society
were more complex and public than often imagined.”? In the stories
of King Arthur, Lancelot and other notable romances of the time
there is a shift in the roles of women; some of them are moving out
of the shadows and becoming important parts of the story. In the
early part of the Medieval period women’s roles were that of a sup-
porting cast, as the Middle Ages reached its high point women began
expressing their opinions and a more active and equal role in society.
Some literature presented the women who were becoming more ac-
tive in a less than positive light seeing them as troublesome and not
knowing their place; but over all there is a positive reaction in the
romance of the period.

The women of Lancelot, Knight of the Cart reflect the changes
that were beginning; they are not seen as simple-minded victims and
support characters but people with emerging strength and wills of
their own. Most men of the time knew that their wives and female
relations were not simpletons, and were quite capable of managing
their own affairs. The ideal of the weak and victimized damsel in dis-
tress is a view of women that came centuries after Lancelot. It was
written likely as a product of the overly romantic Victorian era. There
is however, an underlying emphasis of the power that women have
over men, this brings the Medieval audiences minds back to the
thoughts of the Medieval church on the view of women’s sexuality
and their disposition to lead men into sin. Lancelot and Guinevere
are the leading couple in the world of Arthurian romance. Their story
has been told over the centuries embellished by each person that
picks up their tale but timeless in their love for one another.
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