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Letter from the Editor







The Making of the Medi eval Papac

Jack Morato

I n the midst of the Western Roman
461) made the monument al assertion tha
the Christian Church because Chri st h e
the Afoundationodo of hi's earthly Churc
ki ngdoenn." s reasoning became known as t

devel oped into the basis of papal p oV
theol ogi cal justification for papal h
Christotdbmddmin the Greek East arAd fitdm

century, however, the western portion
unrecoverable coll apse, and Roman Chrii
with either t he pae¢gSanx oamrsi minsdm Foafantkise c
Arianism of the Goths and Vandal s. Lec
Catholic Il eadership did not coincide

writing at a time when the Roman Chu
el sewhere. Establishing the authority
t hat occupied approxi mately what IS N
sustained efforts of successive popes
auspices. A keyanpmertefdfortthitso Itamgsl| at
abstraction to readciemy ur yc lmi ¢ e dSoarxhoégno |
kingdom of Kent in Britain -6tOMa)t oProgpaen i
The Gregorian mission resulted in the
and the establishment of the Episcopsze
Church in Britain since Roman ti mes.

pl anted the seed of Latin Christianit)y
of the whole island | ess than a centu
Ro me .

Pope Leo and Pope Gregory were Vi
church that would bring Latin Christi

Western Europe. I n the |l ate sixth cen
and nothing more. The prestige and aut
among the victims of the Germanic i nv:
Church was still extant i n Gregoryods
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oughout | ate antiquity and the ear/|l
to enforce its will or guard its i
protection, the suppression of her

cessions.

The years between 400 and 600 were
n more so perhaps than for Western
mendous ®HKktaxeinethttrohs that saw ¢t}
horities stable and power ful enough
se who would do it harm both physic
ed t his rol e during the | ast yea
ersion in the early fourth century
stianity from a persecuted, under
tioned rel Pihendosi u3PA) G@re.shad Bl9a st
great consequence, vigorously ©pro
sdtilmeri myst i mportant spiritual ri v
added a number of fiscal and jud
l op the independence it l ater rel
ers of the clergy were granted sub
wed to develop its own canon | aw
t the Roman state surrenderédhé¢ uri
rors of the Christian Roman Empire
ch, and at the end of t he Roman ¢
vi abl e position of being the onl\
ettled s$oavbaetpnoEupopt.

The disordered condition of early
m exercising any real |l eadership in
| apse. Il ndeed, Leo and Gregory wer
l'ine in papal influence. Most of th
ance Pope Leobs grand vision of pa,]
vival, preservation, and adj ust men
rchmen during this tumultuous perio
Pope Gregory came to the papal t hr
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papal and Church influence. Gregor
dition of the Church and the monun
simistic |letter written shortly aft
an Aold and grievously shattered sh
a daily ahd violent storm. o

h enemies threatening on all si des
carious at best. The Ostrogoths and



the Gothi-kx5MWarand3rsepl aced by the Byza
of Emperor JbHthi)ni ehmdl s(orugh8271 o recl ai
remaining countries which the ancient
by subsequ’Brytzameé ginectrud e did not | ast
with the invasion of the Lombards, a
invaded northern Italy in 568. The Lo
Cisalpine Gaul up to the Alpine passes
eight hundred years before. They also
Tuscany in the south. The Byzantines m
and Naples in addition to the islands
Gregory maint ai nRalt rpionsosneisusnic aSrasnocfs tit mRge tr
of lands in the vicinity of Rome, Dal m
The violence and instability of hi
oke of the terrible fAsuffering fron
undering and manglingaandd colmpyiamge o
nger he faced and the ficonfusion of
ndndi ke his ineffectual predecessor
| e. The pope worked through the Chi
ften t he behavi®oHi sofeffbetsLombands
eodelindadés son Adaloal dus was bapt.i
ng PAheélByzantines retained control
rtions of I'taly, but no harmony dev
e cdapasd ideology of the Byzantine
d the Byzantine emperor competed fo
fairs. Gregory was cordi al towar ds
m was not conciliation but placation
rried out his important work in West
Mo s t of Western Europe had fallen
Vi sigoths control Beddat hesl bewi &paPenan
were a primitive tribe that had been
They initially subscribed to Arian Ch
nature of Christ that orthodox Chri sti
virulently t hroughout t he eastern pr
Theodosiusbés vigorous persecutions cru
however, came too | ate to prevent t he
frontier where it contaminated the Got
Gaul and'®ismpaRéaca#6®d)!| ofr t hB8&i si go
587 fAfeomdiirhlmenr esyt he f r i ghédstshaaott hias , L
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http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05525a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01707c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07256b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05752c.htm
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nversion of the Visigoths was a cau:¢

urch for two reasons. First, the Vis
gover nment and administration. The
em for this reason and because the
ndred years after arriving in Spain.
d their alien faith, failed to win
e Visigothic kingdom eventually succ
e early eighth century. Secontdhat he
egory was able to exert any influenc
the conduct of the Visigothic Kkin
ulation and ser mon, and it clearly
at kingdom and amelioratilfGy etgloe ys au
spatched a |l etter to a man named CI &
the court of the Gothic king, but t
the good deeds that provoked Grego

aud®These two dispatches represent t
ai n.

The religious situation in Merovin
en there the condition of the Church
to Gaul as pagans, but they convert
ovis HOgY)y. BBdAdugh Gregory of Tour s
nst aftthienecodnver si on of the Franks ul
fluence in Gaul . The Franks, i ke t
re a primitive and violent peopl e wli
d political systems and al most -no cc
ated hatred for Roman <civilization.
i bes at the time of t he -bReonnda,n wchoal tl
di eval historian Nor man Cantor call
sting . . . O0Wam mihliietarexpressiege .s
mmandi ng what was essentially an ar:i

ility to provide opportunities for
e primitivism of theceFnrtaunrkyi sMe rrouvlienr

ite literally ran their country int
ciety, and they spent their energi e
er the throne. The Frankish contemp
eserved not hing of t he Ro man admi n
eptitude of the royal house caused



economic power began to decentral-ize
Ro man and Franki sh nobil ity began cal
themselves at the expense'®Rrfeotchceu pMerdo
their infighting, the ruling house did

The bishops of Gaul initially plac
alliance with the Merovingian royal h
t hat happy congruence of secul ar and
beneficial to the Church during the | a
precluded such a wuni on, and the Galli:i
Mer ovingi an kings in di sgust. Their

unmi stakabl e narrowi ng of Vi sion amot
conscientious secul ar authority that

French bishops resigned themselves to
manner of the secdThaer bFrsahnokpi sehn dn ohbii d ti ¢
TouHs®tory oifsthepfFreseaktsati ve of the d
of the Il ate sixth century French bishc
destructive behavior of the Merovingia
that phevail ed.

The situation in Spain, Gaul , and |
Gregorybs chosen task of establishing
The popeds |l eaky ship was in need of
point. The situation in Britain had b
arrived in Britain some twdbauenttthrei eér
of t heSakmglso i-fni ftthhre creindt ury dealt a ser
Angl es, Jut es, and Saxons who arrived
by Roman ¢éS%mwidl il 2 &tei arh,e ot her Ger manic
frontier pottheaiircasoa@ina | egal Ssystems w

were ruled by a warrior chieftain whos
his army and hi ¢Naobialriitsiteosras ya owa mroibo

of; most people belonged to??’ahé¢ anggl e
Saxons were illiterate, and they harbo
few qual ms over burning libraries, [ e\
and enslaviffelthe Romabotant s. AfPeace
repul sive *fThhet hateade.idai sh historian
them fAthe most destructive i mmfgmants
native Britons were poor fighters, anoc

meant that they could not matcH°Tthee a
regions t hat now approxi mate Scotl anc



remained of British territory by the
Gododdi n, and several ot her smal l er B
Nort humbria fared better than their s«
independen3axam ednmdmsi oni sm thPfbughou

The process of conqueSax crpusacide tcyh.
stable fdhemeditaemi kingship devel oped

succeeded the king. An armed retinue
families attended the king. By tR%e ti
Britain south of the River Tyne was a
independent ki ngdoms, each governed b

objective of these kingdoms fr ofm fttihel
century was to acquire and maint®%hae po

result was a period of unabated inter
not even the arrival ofSa&han sddsafmtiuot,i
The British Isles were not devoid
arrived in Kent under the |l eadership o
Augustine. It persisted in Ireland, an
to conquer it yet it became the grea
British 1sles. l ri sh monks meticul ous
classical works in? fFmeimr tdiemley blaistet sman
worl d, -¢ddmtuwriyxthri sh monks set about
English who resided in the wild territ
Christianity had first come to Ire

a Roman Briton known today as Saint Pe
the age of sixteen by Ilrish raiders, F
a pagan | r’tBhe cthi @d mat inc experience |
exposur e had a profound effect on F
circumstances, he turned to God and de
mi s S$fPoart.ri ck escaped and eventually fo
|

could not sit stildl knowing that the
tirelessly to convert his former capto
of his death around t#Fe omi ddlee befgi nmeé r

nature of I relandbds apostle set Il ri sh
spent his entire |ife at the peripher
el sewhere in the Romanized worl d, he
short by Hfas fabcducrteivoenal ed in his sim
grammati ¢¥lateickds. i solated upbringin
classical education, ensured t he Chr



unencumbered by t&Remhegwoyl df the Grec

Il reland was an illiterate country
arrived, tabvkai Waklkhe t he early Church
Roman state and was shaped by it, the
t he Ro man worl d, there was nodept dexi
politicabfor @hysesthbnity to graft its
century. Therefore, Christianity helpe
extent than in the rest of the former
monastic communities dedicated to | ear
their religious houses drew thousands
from what the monks had to offer. Unsu
centers sprang from the monastic rep
wi sdom.

Il rel andds
shielded it f
unfolding in B
Christianity t
From their s a
fringe of ci v
monks spread f
Scotl and, nort
continental Eu
hundr ed year s
deat h, Il ri sh
t he | eader shi r
unstoppabl e M GRS
(58D7) arrive diy - NS
(Scotl and) andies _‘H’f’
converting bot '
the nort*¥e€pohu
founded t he
community on t
in 564, a pl acdé
an i mportant cf!
and piety. Col umb ong
his intrepid brrgtghg&smt red Jdmaby nJ PiR

then went on toskfedunth dnzedesnradfetta EI i
monasteries S¢ htrloagd d80t0SE .01 Y
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otilammMa became an important base fo

rthern Engl and, and it became a nex
nturies. Il rish monks from | ona were
ngdom in the é&8Amoyn gs e vheemt hwacse nAiudrayn.,

own as the Apostle of Northumbria f
tronage of the Be+#rmiidSiani KimagnObwal

i shman, was Northumbriads first bi st
ndisfarne, a place that woul d | at e
st%ry.

The intellectual and missionary w
dinarily been encouraging ford Gr ec
meti mes call eddlifndelrad Cihr ias tn uammhb etry
tin Christianity of t he Ro man Chu
perficial, for both Latin and Celtic
iMssil 1, the peculiar habits of the
herents of t he Roman Church. The e
urch was wunique in that t he monast e
clesiastical |l andscape, and*’lamhdboe &,
ere were no diocesédBiamnodpdi haes dreen
ability and | eadership since the Ro
erarchy without bi shop’Thweasnabtoutrhe uonft
nasticism was uni que as wel | | base
mmonly found in the eastern Mediter]
ose control over the individual br ot
ngul ar knowledge of Greek and their
xts, most of which could not be*foun

The two most important points of d

nti onkKi stnortihae Eccl esi astica gentis /
e Engl iwshtPewmpl @) the eighth century

7852, were the shape of the tonsur e
I tic chaoldkdédhédmrr ent from their Lati
inforced their fAothernessodo in the e
th it ostensibly because of i ts as
gl®he more important dispute was t he
s“‘“Pespite incessant appeals from Ro
rsisted in their Celtic interpretat
ristianity ook hold in Kent.

| f the unorthodox practices of I n
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ncern Gregory, the swaggering b-ehavi

5) certainly was. Columbanus was a r
ty much | ike Saint Columba before hi
ntinental representative, making it
rope. His chosen theatre was Gaul , t
ny monastic communities as he <could
nasteries in Gaul and Lombardy attra
wever, the Latin bishops of Gaul t
risdiction. The Gallic bishops were
il ding up their worldly estates than
e comfort of their dioceses, unwi | I
r the sake of preaching to the Fr
|l umbanus to a synod, presumably to a
s erroneous interpretation of East e
pearing before them. Il nstead, he sen
shops for their myopic worldliness
mility and*®clerical poverty.

I ntending to plead the <case for t
ote to Pope Gregory around the ti me

tter was couched i n respectf ul pl e
l umbanus had no intention of submitt
egory not as the supreme head of Chr
cept the I nsular interpretation of E
correct the erroneous interpretatio
o06s name in the process. AfBetter by
is probl em °*°Graeg car ydoesa dr elsipoomn.sée i s no
ve opted for pontifical silence in t
en | ost in transit. The source of

certain. Perhaps it was, as schol ar
rishness, o his innMoeeplakfellynedhowea
havior of the Gallic bishops disgust
bellious tone could have only heigh
itain to the Il rish mo nks who were
nasteries in Scotland.

Hi s alarm over an impending rift be

y have been genuinely <concerned for
pothesis is dknowepdt &afF édlinshdBie@reddor y
counter with some Deiran slave child

M p



He inquired whether those islandeil
involved in the errors of paganism
were pagans. Then fetching a deep
heart, iAl as! wha't pity, o0 said he,
should own men of such fair counte
grace of outward form, their mi nd s
grace. 0 He therefore again asked,
nation? and was answered, that they
sai d he, Aifor they have an angelic
shoul ehebe scowith the?Angels in heav

The episode, which had occurred befor
made the pontiff aware of English pag
Christianity to Britain. Evidence sugg
children he met at the Roman mar ketpl a
directed his agent Candidus to use so

Fi guSte. 2Gregory before his Elevation
some Children of Great Beauty set up
Romeai nted by Heny Singleton, engrav




Gaul to purchase English slaves there
sal v&ti on.

Whet her motivated by genuine comp
understood that he needed to act quick
the MSMmxloms to their unorthodox versiol
and Ilrish monks sat pagan Engl and, a
pagan kings first. One of -mGneegdr p&s sh
towards the Celtic monks. Like his <co
instead of allies and the conversion
lona. A race for the souls of the Engl

Gregory took decisive action, mar s
to ensure the success of his missionar
smal | band of forty Benedictine monks
unbelieving nationo o ThKenptopieds s mamnlye
Augustine and others reveal t hat he wa
mi ssion and its outcome. Gregory sent
Gaul , the territory through which Aug!
their way to Kent, urging them to greé
assistance ft®eggarowds eartvreeati es pai d
clergy wel coméWhet hRe nmeidsiscitaom.e monks | .
Thanet in the following year and i mmed
Et hel bert . The king ordered them to r

t
d
n
r
e

= R e e

wi necessities while RA&tdetbdetd wbat
an Augustine seized the opport’dhhieay
K i g was swayed but did not convert im
permi ssion to evangelize in his kingdo
t h mai n t°Twne imonkentb.egan practicing
according to the Rule of Bé&9IeadigctEt hat f
was baptized soon after, prompting the
the popul ati orf'Bteal ec amewdritonaes welalt. t he
subjects to convert but thaf? nhay jdibd
|l etter dated 597 to Eulogius, the Bi sl
the conversion of’GtegothwomadadA&gygbt sh

the English natfP%nodo in that same year.

I nterestingly, t he pagan aut hor i
mi ssionaries better than the British ¢
wi t h Celtic chur chmen established in
suspicions of an inevitable schism. T



an
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the Celtic churchmen was unproduc

I nsular monks proved uncooperative an
church, o aclédheiyndgprefBeded their own

depart from their ancient cuf&®™omepoven
Augustineds inflated perception of hi
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uni versal Church caused him to be
seat at the Celtsdé approach, ange

mpous could not possi BBiFmibénghe¢obea
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m, Augustine subsequently threaten
dictably,®®had little effect.
The rivalry between the I nsul ar a
pl ayediishoBéedektsBéadsi wasiam English
ire life working in the Northumbri
se. To a degrtkies,twtrbieat puthpghé i ght hiGs
worl d, and in this way it conf or me
tory prevalent in Christianity sin
e sought to emplaasdinzeChirhsBrvinboaiowy ¢
i evemen$ax of @muwrl oh unity wundedr t he
first and mo st i mportant Latin C
at ment of event s. For exampl e, he
thumbrian and Celtic kingdoms and ¢
English ki f%Hkoms stoo dtilse osmateh. t he
sh monks in th® conversion of Engl a
Bedebs coveragecehttuhg eamfyisevode
on Kkings Penda of Mer cia and Edwi
verted to Latin Christianity in ©6:
linus prompted mass conve'rPseinadms dft
an king of the aggressive Mercian Kk
iance of convenience with the Wels
i stian. Together the two defeated a
fhawlty zed inhabitants of Nort humbr
iod of apostasy as converts ré hnoun
ugh both Penda and Cadwall on share
| ashed Cadwall on the hardest:

[ Ol ne of the chiefs, by whom it we
the other a barbarian, more cruel
the nation of the Mercians, was ar



name of Chri st ; but Caedwal | a, t h

hi msel f a Christian, was so0 barbar
of 17®ving.
Cadwaltlhan Aunrighteous instrument of
hi‘’dwas cast as the wultimate villain,

i n

Christ by siding with the pagan wa

Celtic Christian only served Bedeobs |
inferior to Latin Christianity.
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Bedebés hostility to Celtic Christi
earlier sl aughter of British monk:
g of Northumbri a, embarked on a pu
rliordship there. When he arrived

usand Celtic monks from the monast

They chanted prayers and sang psa
ughtered al most t welve hundred of
edbs mention of this failure of Chr |
tic rather than Latin Christians. |
i shment for their earlier failure t
an CPMBerdeh.al so addressed the ani mos
rchmen directly, noting that even
i val of Roman Christianity, it was
religion of the English, and to h
n wit’'A pagans. o

Gregory continued to communicate w
i val i n Kent . Through frequent co
vided encouragement, and answered
plies to Augustine in &&lbtdensi s.ti.
niture, and vestmenHe fbsotBenbi $ha
epi scopal organi zation of Britain.
ctical wi sdom, Gregory directed Auq
Gregory understood that the Engl.i
erence to the minutia of ’8Grtehgoodroyxdy:
sibility and practicality was also
ustinian (of Hi ppo) stance on the
istian theologian and3phi tasgbmhetrt heé
a consequence of divine grace and
ce. This stance would have severely

M o
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convert the pagan masses: i f good w
uld have no incentive to act in ac
angel i st, Gregory took a much more
di viduals did not need to worry abo
craments and |ived according to the
ol ation of St. Augustine of Hippods
successful at converting the Ger man
The conversion of Kent was only t}
hel bert for his piety, but he al so
ristian faith among the peoples und:«
ctitude in their conversion. . . . |
bject to you the knowledge of God. o
uild up the manners of thy subject s
rifying, by enticing, by cdoorirhégc.tdi n
gory clearly had grand designs fo
el bert did not disappoint. The Keni
se kingdoms over which he enjoyed i
604 due to Ethelbertds i nterventi
ginal St. Paulés Church ifFuimniemn,
el bert attempted to convert the Eas
used and died a pagan, he ddi'Tdheer ec
gdoms of Mercia and Wessex were sl o
ependence from Kentish influence. k
ani sm, but he | ater all owed his s
Il dren of the Bernician royal house
rned Mercia into a Christian kingdor
nwaed?®?Chri6Sddi anity took hold sl owest
med Birinus came to Wessex with the
er e, and he was successful at Wi nni

o T o —

—“— Q@ as —+~z —

uler CynédGymegiin s685.son and success

nvert initially, but he did |l ater d
gles in whose cour® he spent a perio
The ecclesiastical hi story of Nor
ira in the early seventh century) is
e kings of Northumbria ultimately ¢
nterbury at the Synod of Whitby in 6
rough the conversi-®833).f IEdwéd4,0ft De
rnicia, Et hel frith, invaded Deira ar



Edwi n, Ethelricdéds Kkinsman, to flee fo

among t he sout hern Engl i sh wher e he
Christianity. I'n 625, Edwin married E
princess Ethelburh. Edwin did not i mm

marriage contract required Edwin to p
ki ngt®édm.Roman mo n k from Canterbury na

Et hel burh to Northumbri a, ostensibly
however, Paulinus dreamed of conv®rtin
I n this effort, Pope Boniface V assis
Edwi n, urging him to accept Christi
corresponded with Queen Ethelburh, i m
conv@hese efforts eventually bore frui

on East®r in 627.
Theonversion of Nort humbr i amondauss c

operafhdithe Church in its efforts to ¢
Europe. The Church found it easier to
recruit her help in converting her hu
Edwi nds queen Ethelbur h, reflected thi

Persist, therefore, il lustrious da

power endeavour to soften the hard
making known to him the Divine pre
a knowledge of the greatness of t
received by faith, and of the mar
new birth, you have been made wort
season and out of-opeasonngt pbatwewi D
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, y o u
to the numbé¥ of Christians.

ertha, the Merovingian Christian que
from Pope Gregory in which he urged he
mind of your glorious husband in | ove
infuse into him indTheastee whnilquwee ifsora
Gregoryods letters to the Chrraiust itahne LDoer
i n Hiistoria Lamlgaoibmed ot luant the Lombar
persuaded him to’’Beaerept heChiChstisamiany
persuaded her husband, Clovis 1, the f
his pa’dlerei scrhurch | everaged the influe



have, over their husbands.

As mentioned previously, King Edwi
defeated and killed in a conflict Wi
Northumbria to enter a period of apos
Christians. Christianity4w®ags rae stomr eod
of Bernicia who, unli ke his father, w
it he mo st Christian kingbo for his rc
Nort humbri an kingdom and establishini
Lindi $sawaled di ffered from his predece
Bernician royal house, he was heavily
Edwin had fled sout h, Oswal d and his |
where they were i ntr odQscveidu-6t{fod ¥Qeslutcicce e
his brother after Penda killed the | :
decision to orient his kingdom towar ds:¢
in B¥®sAwi u called on the conference to

bet ween t he Celtic and Latin Chur chi
Nort humbri an bi shop Col man argued f o

Nort humbrian priest educated in Rome,
argument s, Oswiu asked Col man whet her
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